


CK
 57155 

T
H

E
 E

S
S

E
N

C
E
 O

F
 E

R
R

O
L

L
 G

A
R

N
E

R
 

C
O

L
U

M
B

IA
/L

E
G

A
C

Y
 

IKE ESSENCE OF 

[URDU 
EARNER 

0 /464 - 57155 - 2 o 

In the arena of jazz 
pianists, Erroll Garner 

occupies a privileged 
position. This collection 
demonstrates his talent 
for exploring the many 

musical possibilities 
offered by a melody. 
Included are “Misty,” 

“Moonglow,” 
“Lullaby Of Birdland” 

and “Avalon.” 

1. Poor Butterfly (3:08) 

2. Lover (3:10) 

3. Penthouse Serenade (2:56) 

4. Laura (2:45) 

5. Avalon (4:09) 

6. Lullaby Of Birdland (3:13) 

7. April In Paris (5:03) 

8. I’ll Remember April (4:19) 

9. It’s Alright With Me (3:32) 

10. Moonglow (5:27) 

I I. Misty (3:13) 

12. If I Had You (4:26) 

All selections are mono recordings 
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1. Poor Butterfly (3:08) 
0- L. Golden-R. Hubbell) 
mx. CO 44027, recorded 6/28/50 
From the Columbia album, Piano Moods 
CL 6139, released October 2, 1950 

2. Lover (3:10) 
(R. Rodgers-L. Hart) 
mx. CO 44424, recorded 10/7/50 

3. Penthouse Serenade (2:56) 
(W. Jason-V. Burton) 
mx. CO 45102, recorded I/I 1/51 

4. Laura (2:45) 
(D. Raksin-J. Mercer) 
mx. CO 45100, recorded I/I 1/51 
From the Columbia album, Erroll Garner Gems 
CL 6173, released April 9, 1951 
Erroll Garner, piano; John Simmons, bass; 
Shadow Wilson, drums. 

5. Avalon (4:09) 
(A. Jolson-B. G. DeSylva-V. Rose) 
mx. CO 48897, recorded 3/30/53 

6. Lullaby Of Birdland (3:13) 
(G. Shearing) 
mx. CO 49128, recorded 3/30/53 
From the Columbia album, Erroll Garner 
CL 535, released November 2, 1953 
Erroll Garner, piano; Wyatt Ruther, bass; 
“Fats” Heard, drums. 

7. April In Paris (5:03) 
(V. Duke-E. Y. Harburg) 
mx. unknown, recorded 9/19/55 

8. I’ll Remember April (4:19) 
(D. Raye-G. DePaul-P. Johnston) 
mx. unknown, recorded 9/19/55 

9. It’s Alright With Me (3:32) 
(C. Porter) 
mx. unknown, recorded 9/19/55 
From the Columbia album, Concert By The Sea 
CL 883, released 1955 
Erroll Garner, piano; Eddie Calhoun, bass; 
Denzil Best, drums. 

10. Moonglow (5:27) 
(W. Hudson-E. DeLange-l. Mills) 
mx. CO 56120, recorded 6/7/56 
From the Columbia album, Music For Tired Lovers 
CL 651, released 1956 

I I. Misty (3:13) 
(E. Garner) 
mx. CO 56581, recorded 9/2/56 
From the Columbia album, Other Voices 
CL 1014, released 1957 

12. If I Had You (4:26) 
(J. Campbell-R. Connelly-T. Shapiro) 
mx. CO 57327, recorded 2/6/57 
From the Columbia album, Soliloquy 
CL 1060, released 1957 
Erroll Garner, piano solo 

All selections are mono recordings 
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In the pantheon of jazz pianists, Erroll 
Garner occupies a privileged position. 
Despite the fact that he never studied 
music and never actually learned to read 

it, he became one of the foremost practi¬ 
tioners of the keyboard, developing in the 
process a style that was uniquely his own. 

He was born on June 15, 1921, in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and at age three 
could be found playing on the family piano 
the tunes he’d heard on phonograph 
records. By 1937, he was performing with 
local bands, and in 1943 he moved to New 
York where he quickly found a niche for 
himself in some of the jazz clubs that 
thrived at the time on 52nd Street. 

Initially featured in the trio led by Sam 
Stewart, Garner eventually branched out 
on his own, working mostly with a bass 
player and a drummer, a format which suit¬ 
ed his own musical sensitivity. He also 
began to record extensively for a multitude 
of labels, primarily as a soloist, but also in a 
wide range of setups with other renowned 
instrumentalists, and with the formations 
led by Georgie Auld and Boyd Raeburn. In 
1949, he became a recording artist with 
Columbia Records. 

While under contract to the label, he 
recorded some of his best known works, 
notably the justly celebrated Concert By The 
Sea (CK 40589), a live album that docu¬ 
mented his appearance at the Carmel Jazz 
Festival in 1955. 

This compilation, culling together selec¬ 
tions from some of these albums, presents 
Garner in familiar moments, including his 
most famous composition, “Misty,” in a 
recording from 1956. 

Apart from the fact that these tunes dis¬ 
play his uncanny feel for melodic variations 
on popular romantic themes, all rely on his 
characteristic playing in which, while detail¬ 
ing the main melody with his right hand, he 
pounded chords with his left hand, eliciting a 
percussive accompaniment effect that has 
been described as akin to an orchestral 
style. 

Particularly representative of this are 
the standards, “I’ll Remember April,” with 
its quirky, dissonant exposition of the 
opening chords, that suddenly leads to the 
main melody, softly harmonized in the right 
hand; the fortissimi of the left hand against 
the main theme in “It’s Alright With Me”; 
or the rich development of that other stan¬ 
dard, “Lover.” 

Other moments of choice in this collec¬ 
tion include “Poor Butterfly,” written in 
1916 by John L. Golden and Raymond 
Hubbell for The Big Show; “Penthouse 
Serenade,” also known by the first line of its 
verse, “When we’re alone,” which was writ¬ 
ten in 1931 by Val Burton and Bill Jason, and 
was heard to best effect in the 1957 Bob 
Hope film, Beau James; “April In Paris,” the 
popular tune created by Vernon Duke and 
E.Y. Harburg for the show Walk A Little 
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Faster, and the ever-popular and ever-beau- 
tiful “Laura,” the main theme from the 1945 
film, composed by David Raksin. 

Possibly less well-known is “If I Had 
You,” a delightful melody composed in 
1928 by Ted Shapiro, Jimmy Campbell, and 
Reginald Connelly, which Erroll Garner 
tackles in a solo tour de force. Rounding 
out the selections heard in this new compi¬ 
lation are three all-time favorites— 
’’Moonglow,” written in 1934 by Will 
Hudson, Eddie DeLange and Irving Mills, 
which got a new lease on life after it was 
used to splendid effect in a crucial scene in 
the 1955 film, Picnic, starring Kim Novak 
and William Holden; “Lullaby Of Bird- 
land,” George Shearing’s paean to the 
famous New York jazz club; and the 1920 
“Avalon,” which Al Jolson, B. G. DeSylva 
and Vincent Rose “borrowed” from the 
aria “E Lucevan Le Stelle” from Puccini’s 
Tosca, resulting in a celebrated lawsuit, 
eventually won by Puccini and his publishers. 

What ties these various tunes together 
is Garner’s wonderful sense of pianistic 
rhythm, and the way in which he explores 
the many musical possibilities offered by 
their melodies. His approach to these 
songs is a rare treat, indeed, and a clear 
manifestation of his unique brand of 
artistry that has endured, despite changing 
trends in popular music. 

—Didier C. Deutsch 

Executive Producer: Jerry Shulman 
Compilation Producer: Didier C. Deutsch 
Digitally Remastered by Chris Herles, 

Sony Music Studios, New York 
Product Manager: Rita Cox 
A&R Coordination: Tony Natelli 
Art Director: Allen Weinberg 
Computer Graphics: Kim Gaucher 
Packaging Manager: Hope Chasin 

Producer’s Note: Every effort has been made to preserve the 
integrity of the original analog tape recordings. However, the 
digital transfer and remastering from these sources may 
reveal imperfections that were inherent in the original 
recording techniques of that time. 

This recording has been processed by CEDAR, an entirely 
new method of restoring sound recordings using the latest 
developments in digital signal processing and microcomputer 
technology, developed from a research program initiated by 
the British Sound Archive and Cambridge Sound Restoration 
in association with the University of Cambridge. 

CEDAR 

CEDAR and CEDAR Audio Ltd. are registered trademarks of 
CEDAR Audio Ltd. CEDAR is patented worldwide by 
CEDAR Audio Ltd. 



Selections available in 
“The Essence Of* series: 

The Essence of Louis Armstrong 

CK/CT 47916 

The Essence Of Tony Bennett 

CK/CT 53571 

The Essence Of George Benson 

CK/CT 52921 

The Essence Of Les Brown 

CK/CT 57158 

The Essence Of Dave Brubeck 

CK/CT 47931 

The Essence Of Rosemary Clooney 

CK/CT 53569 

The Essence Of Ray Conniff 

CK/CT 53574 

The Essence Of Count Basie 

CK/CT 47918 

The Essence Of Miles Davis 

CK/CT 47932 

The Essence Of Doris Day 

CK/CT 53575 

The Essence Of Duke Ellington 

CK/CT 47129 

The Essence Of Maynard Ferguson 

CK/CT 52928 

The Essence Of Erroll Garner 

CK/CT 57155 

The Essence Of Stan Getz 

CK/CT 52929 

The Essence Of Benny Goodman 

CK/CT 4731 I 

The Essence Of Woody Herman 

CK/CT 57157 

The Essence Of Billie Holiday 
CK/CT 47917 

The Essence Of Harry James 
CK/CT 57151 

The Essence Of Frankie Laine 
CK/CT 53573 

The Essence Of Thelonious Monk 

CK/CT 47930 

The Essence Of Artie Shaw 

CK/CT 57156 

The Essence Of Sarah Vaughan 

CK/CT 57710 

The Essence Of Bobby Vinton 

EK/ET 53570 

The Essence Of Andy Williams 

CK/CT 53572 

Additional classic performances 

by the above artists can be found 

in these acclaimed series: 

“Columbia Jazz Masterpieces.” 
“Columbia Jazz Contemporary 
Masters” and “16 Most 
Requested Songs. ” 

For more information about other 
great Legacy releases, write to: 
Legacy - Jazz 
Radio City Station 
P.O. Box 1526 
New York, NY 10101-1526 
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2. Lover (3:10) 

3. Penthouse Serenade (2:56) 

4. Laura (2:45) 

5. Avalon (4:09) 

6. Lullaby Of Birdland (3:13) 

7. April In Paris (5:03) 

8. I’ll Remember April (4:19) 

9. It’s Alright With Me (3:32) 

10. Moonglow (5:27) 

II. Misty (3:13) 

12. If I Had You (4:26) 
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